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March 5, 2004

The Honorable Elaine Chao
Secretary of Labor

Dear Madam Secretary:

Subject:  September 11th Workers’ Compensation Funds (code 130359)

The General Accounting Office (GAO) is initiating a study of the $175 million in federal funds that Congress provided to New York for workers’ compensation expenses related to the September 11th terrorist attacks.  GAO is beginning this work in response to a request made by the Subcommittee on National Security, Emerging Threats, and International Relations of the House Committee on Government Reform. Our objectives are to review (1) how the funds are being used, (2) how many applications for compensation have been received, the status of the applications, and how long application processing has taken, and (3) the basis used for awarding benefits as well as for denying benefits.  
GAO’s Education, Workforce and Income Security staff will conduct the work. While we anticipate contacting the Department of Labor’s Employment Training Administration with respect to this work, we expect that most of our data collection will occur at the state level.  Specifically, we plan to meet with representatives of the New York State Workers’ Compensation Board as well as with representatives of workers and volunteers who may be eligible for the compensation funds.       

We would appreciate your notifying the appropriate Department of Labor officials of our plans.  We will contact you in the near future to arrange an entrance conference. This engagement will be conducted under the direction of Robert E. Robertson, Director, Education, Workforce and Income Security Issues at (202) 512-7215.  

If you have any questions regarding this assignment, please contact Brett S. Fallavollita, Assistant Director (202) 512-8507, fallavollitab@gao.gov or Linda L. Siegel, Senior Analyst (202) 512-7150, siegell@gao.gov.

Sincerely yours,

{Signed}

Cynthia M. Fagnoni

Managing Director

Education, Workforce, 

   and Income Security Issues
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