Information for Sponsors

Survey of Sponsors of Registered Apprenticeship Programs

Introduction:    The Employment and Training Administration of the U.S. Department of Labor (DOL) is conducting a survey of sponsors of registered apprenticeship programs.  Here is information about the survey for sponsors who are interested in learning more about it.  
Q.   Why is DOL conducting this survey?

A.  DOL wants to know what sponsors value and dislike about registered apprenticeship and what they would like to see improved in the system.   The information from the survey, along with information from in-depth site visits to five states, will be analyzed and used in developing new federal policies to help improve and expand registered apprenticeship.   The survey is part of a larger research project and will not be used for any regulatory or compliance purpose.
Q. How will the survey be conducted?

A.  Sponsors will be telephoned by DOL’s contractor in the winter of 2007 and asked to respond to a questionnaire. They will be offered the option of a telephone interview or answering the questionnaire at an Internet site.  The responses from the sponsors will be analyzed and a paper on findings from the survey and the site visits will be available later in 2007.    
Q.  How long will it take to answer the questionnaire?

A.   It will take about 15-20 minutes to answer the questionnaire.  
Q.  Who is the contractor for this study?

A.   The contractor for this evaluation is Planmatics Inc., of Rockville, Maryland.   They are working with a subcontractor, Westat, Inc., also of Rockville, Maryland.
Q.  How many sponsors will be contacted?

A.  Overall, there will be about 1,700 sponsors contacted.   
Q.   How did DOL get the names and telephone numbers of the sponsors?

A.  DOL’s contractor, Planmatics, was provided with information on registered apprenticeship programs from states that participate in the Registered Apprenticeship Information System (RAIS) database and from several other states.  The contractor randomly selected programs and their sponsors from this state data.
Q. Why does DOL need to get states outside of those in the RAIS to provide the contact information?

A. DOL wants to make sure that the survey sample is nationally representative of all sponsors.  In this way, sponsors in all states have a chance to participate and the results will not be skewed toward those sponsors in states participating in RAIS.  
Q.  How will information on sponsors be protected and not used for other purposes?

A.  The contractor has a signed agreement with ETA/DOL to use the data only for research on this project, not to duplicate or disseminate the information provided in RAIS or by the states, as well as to safeguard the data electronically and physically from unauthorized access.  
Q.  Is there any benefit to a sponsor for answering the questionnaire?

A. The benefit for a sponsor who responds to the survey is to have his or her views and opinions heard.  By sharing their views, sponsors will become part of an important research effort designed to help improve and expand registered apprenticeship – which might ultimately help individual sponsors someday.  Sponsors will also have a chance to read the report when it is finished and learn about how other sponsors view registered apprenticeship.  There are no monetary benefits from participating in the survey but it does offer an easy way for sponsors to make their concerns known to people who really want to know about them.   
Q.  Will the information provided by sponsors be confidential?

A.  All information on and from sponsors will be treated confidentially.   The contractor will safeguard both electronic and hard copy files and make sure that no sponsors can be identified in the report or in any tables analyzing the data.  Unneeded data with identifying information will be destroyed after the study is completed.
Q.  How can I get more information about the survey and the larger research project on registered apprenticeship?

A.  The U.S. Department of Labor welcomes your questions.  If you have any, please contact the project officer, Charlotte Schifferes at (202) 693-3655.  You can also e-mail her at schifferes.charlotte@dol.gov.   
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