October 7, 2003

The Honorable Elaine Chao

Secretary of Labor

Dear Madam Secretary:

Subject:  Foster Care Independent Living (Code 130300)

The General Accounting Office (GAO) is initiating a study of the Chafee

Foster Care Independence Program that assists older foster care youth

transition to self-sufficiency.  Our objectives are to determine (1) to

what extent states have expanded services and the numbers of youth

served as a result of the Foster Care Independence Act of 1999; (2) what

actions states have taken to coordinate their independent living

programs with other federal and state programs for youth and what has

been the result; and (3) what actions HHS and the states have taken to

fulfill the accountability provisions of the law and assess the

effectiveness of independent living services.

GAO is beginning this work in response to a request made by the Senate

Committee on Finance, House Majority Leader Tom DeLay, House Ways and

Means Subcommittee on Human Resources, and Congressman Benjamin Cardin.

Education, Workforce, and Income Security staff will conduct the work

and plans to start this work immediately.  We anticipate doing work at

the Employment and Training Administration.

We would appreciate your notifying the appropriate Department of Labor

officials of our plans.  We will contact you in the near future to

arrange an entrance conference. This engagement will be conducted under

the direction of David Bellis, Director, Education, Workforce, and

Income Security Team, (415) 904-2292, bellisd@gao.gov.  

If you have any questions regarding this assignment, please contact

Diana Pietrowiak, Assistant Director, (202) 512-6239,

pietrowiakd@gao.gov or Sara Schibanoff, Senior Analyst, (202)

512-4176, schibanoffs@gao.gov.

Sincerely yours,

{signed}

Cynthia M. Fagnoni

Managing Director

Education, Workforce, 

   and Income Security Issues

