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Grant Program: Green Capacity Building 
Grantee Name: OAI, Inc. 

Grantee City/State: Chicago, Illinois 
Grant Award Amount: $100,000 

Initial Period of Performance: December 2009 – November 2010  

Project Name: 
Green Capacity Building for OAI Chicago Southland 
YouthBuild 

Project Description: 

By training staff to become instructors in a series of train-
the-trainers efforts focused in energy efficiency, green 
construction, environmental protection, and agriculture 
and forestry OAI’s capacity expansion initiative will 
ultimately expand educational experiences and increase 
career potential for at-risk youth participants in Chicago’s 
Southland YouthBuild Program.  Through recruitment and 
training of 30 at-risk youth from targeted neighborhoods, 
the project will also expand the supply of permanent, 
affordable housing for low-income families. 

Areas Served by Grant: 
South Cook County, Illinois (Riverdale, Blue Island, Dixmoor, 
Dolton, Harvey, Calumet Park, and Robbins, and Chicago’s 
9th and 34th Wards) 

PUMAs Served: NA 
Auto-Impacted Counties Served: NA 

National or Local Grant: NA 

Targeted Industries: 
Energy efficiency, green construction, environmental 
protection, and agriculture and forestry 

Targeted Credentials: 

Residential Energy Services Network/Home Energy Rating 
System (RESNET/HERS) certification; weatherization train-
the-trainer certification; Green Advantage 
Commercial/Residential Certification; Morton Arboretum 
Level 1/Steward and Level 2/Steward Supervisor 
certifications; NeighborScapes Eco Landscape Training 
certificate 

Targeted Occupations: 

Energy efficiency: installation helper, insulation installer, 
laborer, energy auditor, weatherization installer and 
technician; Green construction: construction laborer; 
Environmental protection: forestry conservation worker, 
soil conservation technician, restoration ecologist, soil 
conservationist; Agriculture and forestry: landscaping and 
urban gardening specialist, sustainable agriculture 
specialist 

Targeted Populations: At-risk, disadvantaged youth 

All Project Partners: 
Chicago’s Department of the Environment (CDOE), Morton 
Arboretum, NeighborScapes 
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Projected Outcomes:  

Curriculum, course materials, or 
competency models and career 
ladders developed or updated with 
grant funds: 
 

NA 

The number of instructors projected 
to participate in capacity building 
activities: 
 

18 

The number of individuals projected 
to be trained by these instructors: 
 

Approximately 200 

The estimated number of other 
individuals (besides these students 
and instructors) projected to 
participate and/or benefit from 
capacity building activities: 

8 – 10 partner organizations will participate in train-the-
trainer professional development activities 

Other Key Project Deliverables: NA 

Contact Information: 

Tipawan T.Q Reed 
180 N Wabash, Suite 400 
Chicago, IL  60601 
 
 

 




