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Grant Number DI-21061-10-75-A-17 
Grant Award $1,839,588 

DEI Applicant  Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity 
Address Office of Employment and Training 

500 E. Monroe Street 
Springfield, Illinois 62701 

Project Director 
Phone/E-mail 

Bill Sinwell 
312-814-8418  /  William.Sinwell@illinois.gov  

Project Period Three Years 
Abstract Narrative 

Scope of Grant/ 
Individuals to be 

Served  

Four Illinois Workforce Investment Areas (Northern Cook County, 
Chicago, Stark, Marshall, Peoria and Woodward Counties, and Ford, 
Iroquois, Platt, and Champaign Counties) serving Adults with Disabilities 
(including subgroups such as Veterans and individuals with 
developmental disabilities) 

Project Description The Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity 
(DCEO) is designing their DEI project by building upon their former 
Disability Program Navigator grant through their flagship program, 
disabilityworks, and their disabilityworks Resource Coordinators 
(dRCs).  Since 2003, the DCEO has prioritized services to people with 
disabilities through its Illinois workNet Centers, the internet based Illinois 
workNet® Portal and its Disability Resources Pathway.  Early 
intervention approaches will be utilized during intake and will include 
Medicaid Buy-in resources and information, work incentives counseling 
for Social Security disability beneficiaries, and assistance to clients in 
developing Plans to Achieve Self Support. 

Strategic Service 
Delivery Components 

• Integrated Resource Team Approach 
• Integrating Resources and Services, Blending and Braiding funds, 

Leveraging Resources 
• Customized Employment 
• Asset Development Strategies 
• Partnership and Collaboration 

Key Partnerships Medicaid Infrastructure Grant, Work Incentive Planning and Assistance 
program, Department of Employment Security and their Veterans 
Representatives, Department of Health Care and Family Services – 
Division of Rehabilitation Services, Southern Illinois University and 
community colleges, Disability and Business Technical Assistance 
Center, local Centers for Independent Living, Easter Seals, and local 
and regional Chambers of Commerce 

Proposed Outcomes It is projected that adults served through this project:  1,068 will receive 
core education services, 912 will receive intensive services, and 549 will 
receive training services.  Expected employment outcomes over three 
years includes 977 adults employment, and 781 retained at an average 
$12.17 hourly wage.  The state’s workforce system will also capture co-
enrollments through the Illinois Workforce Development System (IWDS) 
intake process. 
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