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March 31, 2004
The Honorable Elaine Chao
Secretary of Labor 

Dear Madam Secretary:

Subject:  Alaska Rural Programs (code 250191)

The General Accounting Office (GAO) is initiating a study of federal programs that provide assistance to rural Alaska Native communities.  The research objectives for this engagement are to determine, for selected federal discretionary programs, (1) the  amount of funding provided to assist rural Alaska Native communities; (2) the extent to which funding is distributed among local, state, and regional entities that serve rural Alaska Native communities; and (3) how these entities are using the funds they receive to assist rural Alaska Native communities.

Financial Markets and Community Investment staff will conduct the work and plan to start this work immediately.  The Department of Labor programs that will be covered by our engagement are yet to be determined.   

We would appreciate your notifying the appropriate Department officials of our engagement and will contact you in the near future to arrange an entrance conference. This engagement will be conducted under the direction of William Shear, Director, Financial Markets and Community Investment, 202-512-4325, shearw@gao.gov.

If you have any questions regarding this assignment, please contact Chuck Wilson, Assistant Director, (202)-512-6891, wilsonce@gao.gov, or Dan Meyer, Analyst-in-Charge, 312-220-7683, meyerd@gao.gov.
Sincerely yours,

/signed/

Cynthia M. Fagnoni

Managing Director

Education, Workforce, 

   and Income Security Issues
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