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RE:  Special Transfers for Unemployment Modernization - Base Period

Dear Ms. Atkinson:

The Commonwealth of Massachusetts (Commonwealth) submits the
following information in support of its application for the one-third incentive
payment pursuant to section 2003 (a) of the American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act of 2009, Public Law 111-5.

The “regular base period” used by the Commonwealth in its
unemployment insurance program is specified in M.G.L. c. 151A, § 1 (a). The
“regular base period” is currently in effect and includes the most recently
completed calendar quarter before the start of the benefit year. It is a permanent
codification to the Massachusetts General Laws and is not subject to
discontinuation under any circumstance other than repeal by the legislature. I
have attached a copy of M.G.L. c. 1514, § 1 (a) to this letter.

The Commonwealth intends to use the incentive payment for the payment
of unemployment benefits. The Commonwealth also intends to submit a
separate application for the two-thirds incentive payment in the
future.
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