
U.S. Department of Labor 
Employment and Training Administration 

Region 3 – Atlanta 
 
Discretionary Grants Training Forum 

Atlanta Marriott Buckhead Hotel and Conference Center 
 

       April 27-29, 2011 
 

“Good Jobs for Everyone” 
 
 

Wednesday, April 27, 2011 
 
Plenary Session       Heritage B and C 
 
7:30 a.m.   Registration and Grantee Networking 

    
8:30 a.m.   Welcome  
  Gene Caso, Regional Director 
  Office of Special Initiatives and Demonstrations (OSID) 

 
   Presentation of Colors    
   South Cobb High School Army Junior ROTC Color Guard 
 

Forum Overview  
   Sonja Johnson, Chief 
   Division of Demonstration Grants  
   
9:15 a.m.  Greetings from the Regional Administrator  
    Dr. Helen N. Parker 
 
9:45 a.m.  Video from ETA Assistant Secretary Jane Oates 
 
10 a.m.  BREAK 
 
10:15 a.m.  Region 3 Labor Market Information/Workforce Development 

Dr. Rajeev Dhawan, Director, Economic Forecasting Center,  
Georgia State University 
 

11:30 a.m.  LUNCH (on your own) 
             
1 p.m. Program Specific (Breakout Sessions)   

 
YouthBuild Grants                            Heritage B 
Helen Witcher, Senior Director of Technical Assistance  
YouthBuild USA – South Carolina  
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Sherrie Wilson, Grants Analyst 
Cherokee Nations Technologies 
 
Lawrence Taylor, Federal Project Officer (FPO) 

    
Community-Based Job Training Initiative (CBJTI)          Heritage C 
Sherrill MitchellRobison, Resource Lead FPO 
  
Earmark Grants                                                                   Heritage A 

                                    Elizabeth Nicholson, Resource Lead FPO 
 

National Farmworker Jobs Program                                  Savannah 
                                   Connie Taylor, Resource Lead FPO 
 

High-Growth Job Training Grants (HGJTG)                        Marietta 
Technology-Based Learning Grants   
Adrian Barrett, Resource Lead FPO 
                             
ARRA High-Growth and Emerging                   Marietta 
Industries: Green Capacity Building, Energy Training Partnership,  
Pathways Out of Poverty, and Healthcare Grants 
Kimberly Smith, Junior Grants/Budget Analyst  
Cherokee Nations Technologies 
 

2:30 p.m.  BREAK 
 

Plenary Session                            Heritage B and C 
 
2:45 p.m. Grantee Show and Tell 
 

Jackson State Community College (JSCC) – (CBJTI) - Healthcare 
 Jackson, Tennessee 
 Lori Hopper, Grant Project Director JSCC Nursing Program 

 
Jan Williams, College Nurse Recruiter  
West Tennessee Healthcare 

 
 Florida Manufacturing Extension Partnership (Earmark) –  

Advanced Manufacturing 
Celebration, Florida 

   Phyllis Morese, Project Manager, M.O.S.T. Florida 
 
 Technical College School System of Georgia (HGJTG) - Energy 
 Atlanta, Georgia 
   Odie Donald, Project Director ENERGE 

 
Debra Howell, Workforce Development Manager, Georgia Power  

 
4:30 p.m.  Adjourn 
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Thursday, April 28, 2011 
                        . 

7 a.m.   Grantee Networking 
 
Plenary Session                Heritage B and C 
 
8 a.m.    Welcome, Recap and Logistics 
  Gene Caso, Regional Director - OSID 
 
8:15 a.m.  Financial and Grants Management  
   Ed Donahue, Financial and Grants Management Trainer 
   Dumfries, Virginia 
 
10:30 a.m.    BREAK 
 
10:45 a.m.   The OIG Perspective  
   Freddie Hall, Auditor 
 
11:30 a.m.   LUNCH (on your own) 
 
1 p.m. Performance Reporting  
 Brad Sickles, FPO 

 
2:15 p.m.  BREAK   
   
2:30 p.m.              Financial and Administrative Breakout Sessions

 
Modifications          Augusta 
Connie Taylor, FPO 

 
   Financial Reporting               Oglethorpe 

Andre Morris, Program Analyst 
    

   ARRA 1512 Reporting     Savannah 
   Mara Buchanan, Junior Financial Analyst 
   Cherokee Nations Technology  
 
   Dannon Lindley, Junior Grants/Budget Analyst   
   Cherokee Nations Technology 
   
   Conyers Garrett, FPO 
 
                                    Indirect Costs (Session not repeated)                         Athens 
                                    Ed Donahue 
               Financial and Grants Management Trainer 
    
3:30 p.m.  BREAK 
 
3:45 p.m.  Financial and Administrative Breakout Sessions (Repeated)

Procurement (Session not repeated)                   Athens 
   Ed Donahue 
   Financial and Grants Management Trainer 
 
4:45 p.m.  Adjourn 
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Friday, April 29, 2011 
  
 
7:30 a.m. Grantee Networking 
 
Plenary Session                          Heritage B  
 
8:30 a.m. Welcome, Recap and Logistics 
  Gene Caso, Regional Director - OSID 
 
9:45 a.m. FPO Panel:  Question and Answer Session 
 

Closing Remarks 
 
11 a.m. Adjourn 


