eta

Community-Based Job Training Grants
Board of Trustees of Connecticut Community-Technical Colleges

Grantee: Board of Trustees of Connecticut Community-Technical Colleges
Industry Focus: Manufacturing

Key Partners: Connecticut Community Colleges System, College of Technology; Governor’s
Office of Workforce Competitiveness; CT Workforce Development Council; CT Distance
Learning; CT Department of Labor; CT Women’s Education and Legal Fund; Career Resources,
Inc.; Regional Employment Board of Hampden County; CT Department of Economic and
Community Development; CT Economic Resource Center; CT Department of Higher Education;
Charter Oak State College; CT State Department of Education (SDE); CT SDE-Workforce
Coordinating Committee; CT Technical High School System; Jubilee House; and nearly two-
dozen private manufacturing companies and industry organizations.

Grant Amount: $2,191,400
Leveraged Amount: $3,136,075
Location of Grant Activities: State of Connecticut

Challenge: An aging workforce, a thinning pool of young talent, and limited training capacity
of community colleges are all contributing to a shortage of skilled manufacturing workers in
Connecticut. Manufacturing is important to state economic development, as the creation of one
manufacturing position creates 1.88 additional jobs in Connecticut.

Addressing the Challenge: The Skills for Manufacturing and Related Technologies (SMART)
Initiative will build the capacity of the Connecticut Community College System to provide
training. This will be accomplished through the creation and/or expansion of three certificate-
granting programs: 1) A 500-hour non-credit Pre-Manufacturing Certificate Program designed
to prepare students for college-level manufacturing programs; 2) A 600-Hour Level One
Precision in Manufacturing Certificate program, which will teach common core competencies
and provide students with transferable skills and portable credentials; and 3) An 18-credit
specialized Level Two Precision in Manufacturing Certificate program. This program will offer
training in specific areas including precision machining and computer numerically controlled
(CNC) technologies, welding technologies, and electronic control technology. Strategic
marketing and recruitment efforts will be developed. Statewide Roving Mentors will be
appointed to reinforce classroom lessons by overseeing students on the job. Most students will
also be offered the chance to take part in paid internships.

Projected Outcomes:
e 331 students will achieve credentials in three target certificate programs
e Tuition assistance will be provided to 439 students
e Four Roving Mentors will support 355 Level One students
e 229 Level Two students and 355 Level One students will complete internships
e Six courses incorporating online modules will reach 400 students

EMPLOYMENT AND TRAINING ADMINISTRATION
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF LABOR
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