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Community-Based Job Training Grants
Owensboro Community and Technical College

Grantee: Owensboro Community and Technical College (OCTC)
Industry Focus: Advanced Manufacturing

Key Partners: Western Kentucky University; Skill Train Adult Learning Center; Green
River Workforce Investment Board; Green River Youth Council; Green River Area
Development District; Owensboro One-Stop; Greater Owensboro Economic Development
Corporation; Aleris Rolled Products; Barton Brands; Century Aluminum; Domtar; Swedish
Match; Unilever; Greater Owensboro Regional P-16 Alliance, representing Boards of
Education in the nine-county service area in Western Kentucky and Southern Indiana

Grant Amount: $1,996,442
Leveraged Amount: $2,586,834

Location of Grant Activities: Davies, McLean, Hancock, Ohio, Butler, Breckenridge, and
Muhlenburg counties, Kentucky, and Perry and Spencer counties, Indiana

Challenge: Manufacturing is expected to add 676 jobs annually through 2010 within the
targeted region. OCTC’s ability to provide sufficient training to meet industry workforce
demands is constrained by low enrollment, inability to retain students, and a lack of
resources needed to develop a curriculum that can provide advanced skills and technology
training to incumbent workers and new students.

Addressing the Challenge: This project will create a pipeline of workers for the advanced
manufacturing industry. Students will be recruited from regional high schools, dislocated
workers, incumbent workers, women, minorities and other groups. Advice and counseling
will be provided to students to promote program retention. The current curriculum will be
retooled so that faculty can explore alternative program delivery options. Standardized
assessments and exit exams will be used to determine training needs and competencies
based on national standards in advanced manufacturing. Apprenticeship training will be
provided, and an Advanced Technology Center Satellite Site will be created in Hancock
County.

Projected Outcomes:

e 150 new students will enroll in OCTC’s manufacturing program

¢ 8 manufacturing courses in various disciplines will be retooled, impacting an
estimated 300 incumbent workers

e Atleast two apprentice programs will be developed, impacting 30 students

e 150 incumbent workers in Hancock County and 50 youth students will be impacted
by the satellite center developed in Hancock County during the grant period.

e Atleast five OCTC manufacturing faculty will participate in professional
development opportunities and, thus, impact 200 students enrolled in
manufacturing programs while the grant is operating

EMPLOYMENT AND TRAINING ADMINISTRATION
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