
Community-Based Job Training Grants 
Central Piedmont Community College 

  

 
Grantee: Central Piedmont Community College 
 
Industry Focus: Energy  
  
Key Partners:  Electric Power Research Institute (EPRI); Duke Energy; Structural 
Integrity Associates; SteelFab; Allvac Inc.; Charlotte-Mecklenburg Workforce 
Development Board; Centralina Workforce Development Board; Gaston College; 
Rowan-Cabarrus Community College; Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools; Highland 
School of Technology; and East Carolina University 
 
Grant Amount:  $745,957 
  
Leveraged Amount:  $2,670,000 
 
Location of Grant Activities:  Anson, Cabarrus, Gaston, Iredell, Lincoln, Mecklenburg, 
Rowan, Stanly and Union counties in south central North Carolina 
 
Challenge:  Non-Destructive Evaluation Technology (NDE) Center partners estimate 
that the current demand for NDE Level 2 technicians, who perform quality control 
assessments on welded materials, has already reached a crisis point.  Nationally, there 
are 3,500 NDE positions that are not being filled. Regional industry partners predict 
they will need 180 new NDE Level 2 workers by 2015.  The capacity challenges that 
prevent a rapid response to this workforce need include a lack of state funding for new 
program development and the absence of a robust outreach and recruitment program 
to attract high-performing high school students with math and science skills. 
 
Addressing the Challenge:  The NDE Center partners have established five goals and 
21 detailed objectives that address industry demands for credentialed NDE workers 
and community college capacity challenges.  Strategies include adding NDE expert 
faculty to develop coursework, developing and implementing a regional high school 
recruitment and retention model, and equipping a state-of-the-art training lab.  The 
partners will share information with regional secondary institutions and four-year 
colleges and universities. 
 
Projected Outcomes:  

 145 students will enroll in the program 
 126 will earn NDE Level 2 certification through AAS degree or non credit training  
 120 will be employed in NDE occupations  at an average salary of $36,400  
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