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Grantee: Navarro College  
 
Industry Focus: Energy 
   
Key Partners: North Central Texas College; Western Wyoming Community College; One-Stop 
Career Center -- North Central Texas Workforce Center of Corsicana; Texoma Workforce Board; 
North Texas Workforce Development Board; Workforce Solutions Texoma; Workforce Solutions 
Texoma -- Gainesville; EnCana Oil & Gas (USA) Inc.; XTO Energy; Complete Production 
Services; Texas M.O.R., Inc.; Energy Service Company of Bowie, Inc.; City of Bowie; City of 
Corsicana; Mexia Economic Development ; and several school districts, and faith-based and 
community organizations. 
 
Grant Amount:  $2,397,624 
  
Leveraged Amount:  $1,586,324 
 
Location of Grant Activities:  Ellis, Navarro, Freestone Limestone, Leon, Cooke, Denton and 
Montague counties in north central Texas 
 
Challenge: A nexus of need has emerged in Texas’ petroleum industry. It is fueled by a need to 
explore and extract resources from what is widely touted to be the largest natural gas field in 
North America -- the Barnett Shale.  Home to Navarro College, Corsicana, Texas boasts oil and 
gas fields that are increasing production with the advent of enhanced extraction technologies. 
The region’s energy industry also is in need of more certified workers to take full advantage of 
the economic opportunities presented by these natural resources. 
 
Addressing the Challenge:  Navarro College has teamed with North Central Texas College to 
create the Energizing Economic Development through Education, E-ed2, program. Through this 
project, the schools will educate, train, and certify skilled workers for the Texas energy industry. 
The project will make use of innovative strategies -- including distance learning -- to deliver 
classes to rural areas.  With the support of a 39-member strategic partner advisory board, the 
program will ensure that advances in oil and gas technologies do not outpace the skills of the 
industry’s workforce. 
 
Projected Outcomes:  

• 644 students trained 
• 50% of participants will receive some type of tuition assistance via scholarships, tuition 

reimbursements from employers and/or WIA funds 
• 224 students will earn oil and gas technology certifications 
• 1,260 individuals will participate in customized, industry-defined training  
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