Overcoming Challenges on the Way to Becoming Town Clerk
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Marilou Harrington overcame health concerns and unemployment to become an elected official thanks to the Disability Employment Initiative - a collaborative effort by the Employment Training Administration and the Office of Disability Employment Policy. With career guidance from the initiative, Harrington worked at a series of part-time jobs in New York State as her health improved. She also received other employment and work counseling through the Social Security Administration's Ticket to Work program. Eventually, Harrington found a part-time job recording official records and issuing licenses in the town clerk's office. Her drive and determination was rewarded when voters elected her to become the town's full-time clerk.
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