
March 18, 2005
Mr. John F. Morrell III

Branch Chief, Office of Information

  and Regulatory Affairs

Office of Management and Budget

Washington, D.C.  20503

Dear Mr. Morrell:

The Department of Labor, Employment and Training Administration, is requesting emergency review in accordance with the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 and 5 CFR 1320.13.  This emergency clearance is needed to revise existing reporting and recordkeeping requirements for the Trade Adjustment Assistance (TAA) program.  The specific reporting regulation is at 20 CFR 617.57 and 617.61.  

This emergency clearance is needed to revise the current TAA program reporting requirements to reflect expanded program and services implemented under the Trade Act of 2002 and include data elements necessary for assessing state progress against common measures of performance beginning October 1, 2005.  Delaying the announcement of these changes will severely impair states’ ability to make all of the necessary changes to state reporting systems. 

The Department cannot reasonably comply with the normal clearance procedures under 5 CFR 1320 due to the urgent need to give states the maximum amount of time necessary to modify current reporting systems to include these modifications.  It is unlikely that public harm will occur if the normal clearance procedures are followed.  

The 60-day public comment Federal Register will be published shortly.  Following established procedures, a second information collection request will be submitted.

In closing, the Department urges that this emergency request be approved by April 14, 2005, so that states will have adequate time to modify their TAA reporting systems to meet current reporting guidelines.  If you have specific questions regarding this program and this emergency review submission, please contact me (202-693-4122) or Esther Johnson (202-693-3031).          .   

Sincerely,

Ira Mills

Departmental Clearance Officer
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