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Objective 
• Identify strategies to: 

• Monitor and manage the transition to new high school 
equivalency tests. 

• Meet the challenges of a changing and more rigorous 
standards and assessment environment.  

 

 



No Theory Zone 
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High School Equivalency: 
Managing the Transition 

 Raise your hand if you are 
involved in the operation of a 
high school equivalency 
program. 

 Raise your hand if you are 
involved in a contract 
relationship with high school 
equivalency service provider. 

 

 



Managing the Transition to New 
High School Equivalency Tests 

Fact: 
Two additional test publishers have  

entered the HSE test market. 



Managing The Transition to New 
High School Equivalency Tests 

http://www.ketadultlearning.org/scripts/silverware.exe/extpage
@d:%5Celevclients/devket/elevator.fxp?page=gedoutreach 
 

Action: 
Learn about the test 
differences between and 
among the 2002 and 
2014 GED, HiSET and 
TASC. 
 

 

http://www.ketadultlearning.org/pdf/outreach/GEDTestComp.pdf
http://www.ketadultlearning.org/pdf/outreach/GEDTestComp.pdf
http://www.ketadultlearning.org/pdf/outreach/GEDTestComp.pdf


Managing the Transition to New 
High School Equivalency Tests 

  Action: 
GED Testing Service 
 2014 GED 

http://www.gedtestingservice.com/educators/home 
 

Educational Testing Services  
 High School Equivalency Test (HiSET) 

http://hiset.ets.org/ 
 

McGraw-Hill/CTB 
 Test Assessing Secondary Education (TASC) 

http://www.tasctest.com 
 

http://www.gedtestingservice.com/educators/home
http://www.gedtestingservice.com/educators/home
http://hiset.ets.org/
http://www.tasctest.com/
http://www.tasctest.com/
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Action: 

Managing the Transition to HSE 
State Test  Adoption 

Check the High School 
Equivalency Options by State 
table developed and 
updated by National Adult 
Education Professional 
Development Consortium  
 

http://www.naepdc.org/ 
 

http://www.naepdc.org/


Managing the Transition to New 
Knowledge & Skill Requirements 

• Action: 
• Learn about the 

Common Core State 
Standards. 

http://www.corestandards.org 

http://www.corestandards.org/


Managing the Transition to New 
Knowledge & Skill Requirements 

 

http://www.corestandards.org 

 Rigorous College and Career 
Readiness Standards 
• English/language arts 
• Mathematics 

 

 Next Generation Science 
Standards (NGSS) 

 

 State Adoption – Common 
Core 
• Forty-five (45) States and DC 
• Four (4) Territories 
• Department of Defense  

 

 State Adoption – NGSS 
• Eleven (11) States 

 

http://www.corestandards.org/


Managing the Transition to New 
Knowledge & Skill Requirements 

• Action: 
• Learn about the 

College and Career 
Readiness Standards 
for Adult Education 
and incorporate them 
into your service 
delivery strategy. 

A set of manageable yet significant CCR standards that reflect broad agreement 
among subject matter experts in adult education about what is desirable for adult 
students to know to be prepared for the rigors of postsecondary education 
and training. Office of Adult Education. 
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Fact: 
Increased rigor is the commonality 
across all three tests. 
 

 All three tests will: 
• be based on the Common Core 

State Standards 
• move beyond tests of “recall” and 

answers embedded in reading 
passages 

• require prior knowledge and the 
ability to respond to constructed 
response items 
 

 

Managing the Transition to New 
Knowledge & Skill Requirements 



Increased Rigor 
 

 Writing 
 Reading-Related Constructed Response (GED) 
 Argumentative Essay (TASC) 
 Basic Persuasive Essay (HiSET) 

 Academic vocabulary  
 Math 

 

Managing the Transition to New 
Knowledge & Skill Requirements 



  

Managing the Transition to New 
Knowledge & Skill Requirements 

Action: 
Ensure that teachers are 
prepared to provide 
instruction in: 
 The Common Core 
 Responding to 

constructed response 
items 



Action: 
 

Subject Matter Knowledge 
 
 Annenberg Learner 

• The Annenberg Foundation: http://www.annenberglearner.org/ 
 

 Florida Department of Education: TechNet 
• www.FloridaIPDAE.org 

 

 2014 GED® Launch Kit 
• http://www.gedtestingservice.com/educators/2014ready 

 

 TASC Resource Page 
• http://www.tasctest.com/resources-for-educators.html 

 

 Prepare for the HiSET 
• http://hiset.ets.org/prepare/overview?WT.dcsvid=NzI1ODAzNTQzOTUS1  

Managing the Transition to New 
Knowledge & Skill Requirements 

 

http://www.annenberglearner.org/
http://www.floridaipdae.org/
http://www.gedtestingservice.com/educators/2014ready
http://www.gedtestingservice.com/educators/2014ready
http://www.gedtestingservice.com/educators/2014ready
http://www.tasctest.com/resources-for-educators.html
http://www.tasctest.com/resources-for-educators.html
http://www.tasctest.com/resources-for-educators.html
http://www.tasctest.com/resources-for-educators.html
http://www.tasctest.com/resources-for-educators.html
http://hiset.ets.org/prepare/overview?WT.dcsvid=NzI1ODAzNTQzOTUS1


Action: 
Use or share writing and 
vocabulary guides that help 
teachers prepare students 
for all three high school exit 
exams. 
 
DOL/ETA-Designated URL 

A Job Corps Guide to  
Writing for the New  

High School Equivalency 
Exams  

A Job Corps Guide to  
Vocabulary for High School 
Equivalency Examinations 

Managing the Transition to New 
Knowledge & Skill Requirements 



 Khan Academy Lite 
• https://learningequality.org/ka-lite/ 

 

 

Managing the Transition to New 
Knowledge & Skill Requirements 

Action: 
 

 

 Interact Math 
• http://www.interactmath.com/ 
• Martin-Gay Pre-Algebra 3e – Work 

Through Ch. 16 

 Khan Academy 
• https://www.khanacademy.org/welcome  

 
 

https://learningequality.org/ka-lite/
http://www.interactmath.com/
http://www.interactmath.com/
https://learningequality.org/ka-lite/
https://www.khanacademy.org/welcome


The tests will be aligned 
to the Common Core.  
 

The same cannot be said 
for the materials and 
tools teachers and 
students have to prepare 
for them. 

Managing the Transition to New 
Knowledge & Skill Requirements 



Action: 
Ensure that application of skill and decision making are 
being taught in HSE courses. 

 

Bloom’s 
Taxonomy 

Managing the Transition to New 
Knowledge & Skill Requirements 

 Bloom’s  Revised Taxonomy 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GT7RGYzpuT0 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GT7RGYzpuT0


Action: 
Ensure that application of skill and decision making are 
being taught in HSE courses. 

 

Managing the Transition to New 
Knowledge & Skill Requirements 

 Webb’s Depth of Knowledge 
Guide: Career and Technical 
Education Definitions 
www.aps.edu/rda/documents/
resources/Webbs_DOK_Guide.
pdf 

http://www.aps.edu/rda/documents/resources/Webbs_DOK_Guide.pdf
http://www.aps.edu/rda/documents/resources/Webbs_DOK_Guide.pdf
http://www.aps.edu/rda/documents/resources/Webbs_DOK_Guide.pdf


Managing the Transition to New 
Knowledge & Skill Requirements 

Fact: 
The 2014 GED® is exclusively 
computer based. 
 

 Compose on computer 
 Use on-screen calculator 
 Use drag-and-drop, hot spot, etc., 

to respond to test items 

 

 



Action: 
Ensure that clients receive technology instruction.  
Consider combining test-taking tech with IC3 Certification. 

Managing the Transition to New 
Knowledge & Skill Requirements 

Wonderful World of Technology 
GED® Testing Service, 2012 
http://www.gedtestingservice.com/educators/newtestwebinar1 

GED® Calculator Tutorial 
http://www.gedtestingservice.com/testers/calculator 

Certiport IC3 Certification 
http://www.certiport.com/portal/desktopdefault.aspx?page=common/pagelibr
ary/TestObjectives_IC3.htm 

http://www.gedtestingservice.com/educators/newtestwebinar1
http://www.gedtestingservice.com/testers/calculator
http://www.gedtestingservice.com/testers/calculator
http://www.certiport.com/portal/desktopdefault.aspx?page=common/pagelibrary/TestObjectives_IC3.htm
http://www.certiport.com/portal/desktopdefault.aspx?page=common/pagelibrary/TestObjectives_IC3.htm
http://www.certiport.com/portal/desktopdefault.aspx?page=common/pagelibrary/TestObjectives_IC3.htm
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Fact: 
HSE pass rates vary dramatically across tests. 

Managing the Transition: 
Alternatives to HSE Testing 



  

 Free online programs  
http://distancelearn.about.com/od/onlinepublicschools/a/OnlinePS.htm 

 Private online programs 
http://distancelearn.about.com/od/virtualhighschools/tp/Private-Online-
HS.htm 

 University-operated online programs 
George Washington  Missouri  
Indiana  Oklahoma 
Miami  Stanford   

Action: 
Consider offering alternative pathways to high school 
diploma attainment. 

 

Managing the Transition: 
Alternatives to HSE Testing 

http://distancelearn.about.com/od/onlinepublicschools/a/OnlinePS.htm
http://distancelearn.about.com/od/onlinepublicschools/a/OnlinePS.htm
http://distancelearn.about.com/od/onlinepublicschools/a/OnlinePS.htm
http://distancelearn.about.com/od/virtualhighschools/tp/Private-Online-HS.htm
http://distancelearn.about.com/od/virtualhighschools/tp/Private-Online-HS.htm
http://distancelearn.about.com/od/virtualhighschools/tp/Private-Online-HS.htm
http://distancelearn.about.com/od/virtualhighschools/tp/Private-Online-HS.htm
http://distancelearn.about.com/od/virtualhighschools/tp/Private-Online-HS.htm
http://distancelearn.about.com/od/virtualhighschools/tp/Private-Online-HS.htm
http://distancelearn.about.com/od/virtualhighschools/tp/Private-Online-HS.htm


 Credit-recovery programs 
• Georgia Department of Education – Best Practices 

http://www.gacreditrecovery.org/Guidelines/BestPractices.aspx 
• New York – Informational Brief on Credit Recovery 

Programs 
http://nycomprehensivecenter.org/wp-
content/uploads/2013/03/Credit-Recovery-Programs-across-the-
United-States.pdf 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Action: 

Managing the Transition: 
Alternatives to HSE Testing 

http://www.gacreditrecovery.org/Guidelines/BestPractices.aspx
http://nycomprehensivecenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/Credit-Recovery-Programs-across-the-United-States.pdf
http://nycomprehensivecenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/Credit-Recovery-Programs-across-the-United-States.pdf
http://nycomprehensivecenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/Credit-Recovery-Programs-across-the-United-States.pdf


Managing the Transition: 
Vocabulary Instruction 

 Academic vocabulary required to master Common Core 
Standards and pass HSE/HSD Tests 
 Students in poverty enter school knowing 10,000 fewer 

words than their peers from higher-income families 
 Academic vocabulary required to pass: 
 College entrance exams 
 Military exams 

 Academic and technical vocabulary required to pass 
industry certification exams. 

Fact: 
Vocabulary is key to upward mobility. 

 



Managing the Transition: 
Vocabulary Instruction 

 Direct vocabulary instruction 
 Vocabulary practice using 

tournaments and games 
 

Action: 
Weekly support meetings 

 

 



Managing the Transition: 
Vocabulary Instruction 

Set up a curriculum for each meeting 
 Vocabulary instruction and practice 
 Skill building 
 How to: 

• read a book 
• ask a question 
• manage anger 
• research on the Internet 

 Self efficacy 
 Mindset by Carol Dweck 

 

Action: 
Weekly support meetings 

 



 Learn about the: 
 Test differences between the 2002 and 2014 GED® 
 Two new high school equivalency tests 

 Stay updated on high school equivalency 
requirements in state(s) served 

 Consider offering alternative pathways to high 
school diploma attainment 

 Ensure that clients receive technology 
instruction 

 

Managing the Transition: Summary 
of Recommended Actions 



Managing the Transition: Summary 
of Recommended Actions 

 Learn about the Common Core State 
Standards and incorporate them into your 
service delivery strategy. 

 Ensure that application of skill and decision 
making are being taught in HSE courses. 

 Ensure that teachers are prepared to provide 
instruction in the Common Core and 
responding to constructed response items. 

 Set up weekly support meetings. 
 



Thank you for your kind attention! 
 

High School Equivalency: 
Managing the Transition 



For more information, contact: 
 
Coffey Consulting, LLC 
Bernie Antkowiak 
bantkowiak@coffeyconsultingllc.com 
 

High School Equivalency: 
Managing the Transition 

mailto:bantkowiak@coffeyconsultingllc.com




State Assessment Planning: The Uncommon Common 

Washington 

Oregon 

California 

Nevada 

Idaho 

Utah 

Arizona 

Montana 

Texas 

New 
Mexico 

Alaska 

Hawaii 

Colorado 

Wyoming 

Nebraska 

Oklahoma 

Kansas 

North Dakota 

South Dakota 
Michigan 

Wisconsin 

Minnesota 

Iowa 

Missouri 

Arkansas 

Louisiana 
 

Indiana 
Illinois 

Ohio 

Kentucky 

Tennessee 

Alabama 

Florida 

Georgia 

South Carolina 

 North Carolina 

Virginia 
West 
Virginia Maryland 

Delaware 

Pennsylvania 

Maine 

New Hampshire 

Vermont 

Rhode Island New York 
Connecticut 

New Jersey 

Massachusetts 

Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (17) 
Partnership for Assessment of Readiness  for College and Careers (9 plus DC) 
Other (17) 
Undecided (7) 

DC 



State Assessment Planning: The Uncommon Common 

State Status Test 

Alabama Other Test Development Contractor: ACT (Aspire) 

Florida Other Test Development Contractor: AIR 

Georgia Other Test Development Contractor: McGraw-Hill 

Kentucky Other Test Development Contractor: Pearson K-PREP (3-8);  
Test Development Contractor: ACT (HS) 

Mississippi Decided Test Development Contractor: Smarter Balanced 

North Carolina Other End-of-Course/Grade Tests 

South Carolina Undecided 

Tennessee Other Tennessee Comprehensive Assessment Program (2014-
15 only) 
Test Development Contractor: Out-to-Bid  
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