Bi-Weekly Report – Iowa Disaster NEG – IA-37

· Total cumulative participants enrolled in the project, to date;

As of today’s date we have not enrolled anyone in the project.  This is due, in part, to having to obtain physical examinations, safety training if not provided by the worksite entity, and determining which worksite entity to place the EPJ worker at.  This will definitely change by the end of the next 2-week reporting period.
· Total participants currently working in temporary jobs;

The number is “0”…this due to the requirement for physicals, safety training if not provided by the worksite entities and cross-checking all sites with the DNR for endangered species.  Even though this is moving smoothly it is still taking time to get arranged.  We do have people starting on Monday, 7/7/08, but the number at this time is unknown as one site that could employ several found that several endangered species are located in that area.  The DNR is sending a team to survey the area before “clearing” it for work…this will be done next week.  The next report will show a significant increase in numbers currently employed.
· Significant changes in impact, as determined by the State, not previously reported;

Under this category the only thing that I can report is that since the award date of the grant that FEMA has been adding counties to the “Public Assistance” portion.  This has impacted the ability to get current information on potential EPJ worksites as it was unknown until declared by FEMA which counties were eligible and delayed developing those sites.  NOTE:  Please see the spreadsheet also attached that lists the worksites developed so far…we are currently at 782 potential slots for EPJ workers.
· Types of activities and services being provided by participants in temporary jobs;

The spreadsheet that is also attached outlines the types of positions that have been developed for EPJ workers.  As of today we stand at 782 potential slots for EPJ workers.  This will continue to grow now that the University of Iowa has been allowed to give “no-bid” contracts for clean-up/restoration of the 20 buildings flooded on their campus.
· Any significant event that occurred during the reporting period.

Just the initial frenzy of getting the project up and running.  One major area, though, was the inability (initially) to get Worker’s Compensation Insurance to cover the EPJ workers.  Fortunately, the State of Iowa’s Legislature had the forethought to develop an insurance program for just this type of situation.  We were able to finally get Worker’s Compensation Insurance through “Assigned Risk – State of Iowa.”  In brief, the state is backing the policy through self-insuring the Worker’s Compensation Insurance.
· Total expenditures to date. 

We have given each of the WIA regions in Iowa $100K ($1.5 million) for initial start-up of the program which is to last until a final count can be made on number of worksites developed and the number of EPJ workers to be placed.  In addition we have spent $404,036.00 for a one-year premium for Worker’s Compensation Insurance.  The coverage started on 6/21/08 and runs to 6/21/09.
· The number of grantee monitoring visits to local worksites.
As of this date there have been no monitoring visits due to the delay in getting EPJ workers on-site (see comments above).  However, there will be monitoring visits by the end of the next 2-week reporting.  We have already scheduled state staff to conduct these monitoring visits during the week of 7/14/08.
