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HEADLINES 
 
The Employment and Training Administration Issues an Advisory Notice on 
Increasing Enrollment and Improving Services to Youth with Disabilities.  The 
Employment and Training Administration released Training and Employment Guidance Letter 
(TEGL) 31-10, to provide information and resources on promising practices and successful 
strategies that promote the enrollment, education, training and employment outcomes of 
youth with disabilities.  To view the TEGL, visit: 
http://wdr.doleta.gov/directives/corr_doc.cfm?DOCN=3037. 
 
The Employment and Training Administration Issues an Advisory Notice on 
Workforce Investment Youth Program Guidance for Program Year 2011.  The 
Employment and Training Administration released Training and Employment Guidance Letter 
(TEGL) 30-10, to provide guidance for use of Workforce Investment Act (WIA) Youth Funded 
activities in Program Year (PY) 2011.  This PY 2011 guidance builds on aspects of the PY 
2010 guidance, found in TEGL No. 27-09, and continues to emphasize the connection 
between work experience, training, earning of credentials, and success in the workplace. To 
view the TEGL, visit: http://wdr.doleta.gov/directives/corr_doc.cfm?DOCN=3034. 
 
U.S. Department of Education Offers Guidance to Schools on Tuition-Free Trial 
Periods.  The U.S. Department of Education continued its commitment to postsecondary 
schools and students with an announcement that it is providing institutions with guidance 
on tuition-free trial periods, which give students the chance to see if a program is right for 
them before they commit financially. In addition, the Department is also announcing plans 
to establish and conduct a pilot program on lower loan limits.   To view the press release, 
visit: http://www.ed.gov/news/press-releases/department-offers-guidance-schools-tuition-
free-trial-periods-help-students-deci. 
 
U.S. Department of Education Issues Guidance on Rights of Students with 
Disabilities When Educational Institutions Use Technology.  The U.S. Department of 
Education's Office for Civil Rights (OCR) issued guidance through Dear Colleague Letters to 
elementary and secondary schools and institutions of higher education along with a 
Frequently Asked Questions document on the legal obligation to provide students with 
disabilities an equal opportunity to enjoy the benefits of technology. This guidance is a 
critical step in the Department's ongoing efforts to ensure that students with disabilities 
receive equal access to the educational benefits and services provided by their schools, 
colleges and universities. All students, including those with disabilities, must have the tools 
needed to obtain a world-class education that prepares them for success in college and 
careers.  To view the press release, visit: http://www.ed.gov/news/press-
releases/department-education-issues-guidance-rights-students-disabilities-when-
education. 
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National Coalition for College Completion Announces Nationwide Mobilization.  In 
response to the nation's urgent need for more college graduates, a broad coalition of 
organizations announced the launch of the National Coalition for College Completion.  Led 
by the Institute for Higher Education Policy (IHEP), the coalition is a group of leaders from 
outside the education space, including business, civil rights, community-based, and student 
and youth advocacy organizations, ranging from CEOs for Cities and the Boys and Girls 
Clubs of America, to the National Urban League and mobilize.org.  The Coalition is especially 
focused on helping more minority and low-income students finish college, as those students 
are also the fastest growing segments of our society and the populations with the lowest 
educational attainment.  To obtain additional information, visit: http://www.ihep.org/press-
room/news_release-detail.cfm?id=202. 
 
 
FUNDING ANNOUNCEMENTS 
   
U.S. Department of Labor Announces $11.7 Million in Grants to Support, Help 
Ensure Success of Adult Offenders Returning to Work.  The U.S. Department of Labor 
announced grants of $1,170,000 each to 10 organizations to provide training, employment 
and support services to adult former inmates returning to their communities after serving 
time in justice facilities.  The purpose of these grants is to provide an employment-centered 
approach to reintegration. Assistance to be provided includes job training and employment 
preparation, mentoring and connections to support services such as housing, substance 
abuse programs and mental health treatment. These grants represent the fourth generation 
of the Reintegration of Ex-Offenders-Adult program, which previously was called the 
Prisoner Re-entry Initiative and first funded in 2005.  To view the press release, visit: 
http://www.dol.gov/opa/media/press/eta/eta20110836.htm. 
 
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development Provides $15 Million in Rental 
Assistance to Help Nearly 2,000 Families Stay Together.  The U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development (HUD) announced nearly $15 million to help public housing 
authorities reunite foster children with their parents or prevent them from ever entering the 
foster care system.  This funding allows local public housing authorities to work closely with 
local child welfare agencies to identify families with children in foster care or who are at risk 
of being placed in foster care and youth at risk of homelessness. These vouchers, like HUD’s 
Housing Choice Vouchers, allow families and youths to rent housing from private landlords 
and generally pay 30 percent of their monthly income towards rent and utilities.  To view 
press release, visit: 
http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/HUD?src=/press/press_releases_media_advisories/2011/H
UDNo.11-109. 
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Walmart Foundation gives $11.5 million to National Summer Learning Association 
for Summer Learning in 10 Cities.  The National Summer Learning Association received 
an $11.5 million grant from the Walmart Foundation to provide thousands of opportunities 
for middle-schoolers across the country to retain and gain essential academic skills, receive 
healthful meals, and engage in physical activity during the summer for the next three years.  
The grant, one of the largest ever made by the Walmart Foundation to a single organization, 
will provide more than 20,000 slots in engaging summer learning programs for students 
entering grades six through nine in urban areas from Los Angeles to Boston. Each Smarter 
Summers session will run for at least six hours a day for at least five weeks, in accordance 
with the Association’s standards for high-quality summer learning programs. The 
Association has chosen four programs with proven records of preventing summer learning 
loss in middle-school students to administer Smarter Summers across the country, in many 
cases for schools that offered no summer learning programs at all.   To view the press 
release, visit:  http://summerlearning.site-
ym.com/resource/resmgr/Press_Releases/Smarter_Summers_NSLA_nationa.pdf.   
 
 
FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES 
 
U.S. Department of Labor’s Occupational Safety and Health Administration seeks 
applications for $4.7 Million in Susan Harwood Safety and Health Training Grants.  
The U.S. Department of Labor's Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) is 
soliciting applications under the Susan Harwood Training Grant Program, through which a 
total of $4.7 million is available to nonprofit, community and faith-based organizations, 
employer associations and labor unions. The grants will fund training for workers and 
employers to recognize workplace hazards and appropriate control measures, and to 
understand their rights and responsibilities under OSHA's regulations and standards. The 
four types of safety and health training grants available include: capacity building pilot; 
capacity building developmental; targeted topic training; and training and educational 
materials development.  To obtain additional information and an application, visit: 
http://www.grants.gov/search/search.do;jsessionid=y4VHN4ybG3Gp8qRQtMVPLSzQZ6Z2KP
kYMNYz1LJpnltMsVlpxMYJ!957673825?oppId=99553&mode=VIEW.  Deadline: July 20. 
 
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services Announces the Availability of $2.2 
Million of Fiscal Year (FY) 2011 funds for Projects for Youth and Young Adults with 
Disabilities.  The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services’, Administration for 
Children and Families’, Administration on Developmental Disabilities announced a 
solicitation for grant application for the Partnerships in Employment Systems 
Change initiative for youth and young adults with disabilities. Funding through this 
announcement will be used to design and implement statewide model demonstration 
projects through Partnerships in Employment Systems Change grants that stimulate and 
advance systems change in order to expand competitive employment in integrated settings 
for youth and young adults with developmental disabilities including individuals with 
intellectual disabilities.  To obtain additional information and an application, visit: 
http://www.acf.hhs.gov/grants/open/foa/view/HHS-2011-ACF-ADD-DN-0156/html.       
Deadline: August 15.  
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Motorola Mobility Foundation Launches Empowerment Grants Program.  The 
Motorola Mobility Foundation is accepting applications for its Empowerment Grants program.  
The program is designed to support and celebrate everyday, real-life efforts to leverage 
technology to build stronger communities. Successful programs may include providing 
technology, and tutoring in the skills needed to use it, for teachers, mentors, and 
community leaders.  Eligible applicants must be a registered or incorporated 501(c)(3) 
nonprofit organization or a National Center for Education Statistics school or school district; 
have an operating budget under $5 million; and be a U.S.-based online program, a U.S. 
national program, or be based in the U.S. and serve communities in California, Illinois, 
Massachusetts, or Pennsylvania.  To obtain additional information and an application, visit: 
http://responsibility.motorola.com/index.php/society/comminvest/empowermentgrants/.  
Deadline: July 15.  
 
Ruddie Memorial Youth Foundation Invites Applications for its Youth Program 
Evaluation Grants.  The Ruddie Memorial Youth Foundation is accepting applications for its 
Youth Program Evaluation Grants.  The grants are designed to fund the evaluation of 
innovative youth programs or services with the purpose of identifying which are most 
effective. The foundation seeks to support programs that are innovative and have a 
potentially replicable service concept; are offered by small or medium nonprofit 
organizations (operating budget of less than $5 million); promote scholastic, professional, 
athletic, and/or other excellence in youth; and provide youth with new opportunities for 
health, personal growth, and success in the greater metropolitan areas of Baltimore, 
Boston, Madison, Milwaukee, Philadelphia, San Francisco, and Washington, D.C.  Grant 
awards will range from $5,000 to $25,000 each.  To obtain additional information and an 
application, visit: http://www.rmyf.org/content.cfm?u=our_grants.  Deadline: July 27. 
 
Best Buy Invites Applications for its Community Grants Program.  Best Buy is 
accepting applications from non profit organizations for Community Grants Program.  The 
program is designed to serve a diverse population of young teens in the areas of learning, 
life skills, leadership or relationship development.  Eligible applicants must have current 501 
(c) (3) tax status and serve a diverse population of young teens in the areas of learning, life 
skills, and leadership.  Special consideration will be given to programs that provide youth 
with access to opportunity through technology.  To be eligible, nonprofit organizations must 
be located within fifty miles of a Best Buy store or regional distribution center.  Award 
amounts will range between $4,000 and $6,000.  To obtain additional information and an 
application, visit:  http://www.bestbuy-
communityrelations.com/community_grants_rfp.htm.  Deadline: August 1, 2010. 
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OPPORTUNITIES FOR YOUTH, YOUNG ADULTS, AND TEACHERS  
  
Gateway to College National Network Offers Start Up Funding for College/K-12 
Partnerships to Serve Out-Of-School Youth.  The Gateway to College National Network 
is accepting applications for its Gateway to College program.  The program is designed to 
build the capacity of colleges, school districts, and states to revolutionize education for high 
school dropouts and underprepared college students so that all young people can achieve 
college credentials.  Up to nine college/K-12 awardees will receive multiyear contracts 
between $300,000 and $450,000.  Applicants in the following states are eligible to apply: 
Alabama, Arizona, California, Florida, Georgia, Indiana, Kentucky, Louisiana, Michigan, 
Mississippi, New York, North Carolina, Ohio, Pennsylvania, South Carolina, Tennessee, 
Texas, and Washington. To obtain additional information and an application, visit: 
http://www.gatewaytocollege.org/start.asp.  Deadline: August 1. 
 
Youth Service America Invites Applications From Middle School Educators for 
STEMester of Service Grants.  Youth Service America is accepting applications for its 
STEMester of Service Grants program.  The program is designed to support middle school 
educators in STEM (science, technology, engineering, and math) subject areas in engaging 
their students in a semester of service. STEM educators at middle schools (grades 6, 7, and 
8) with large populations of disadvantaged youth (50 percent or more of the students 
qualify for a free or reduced price lunch) are eligible to apply.  Schools must be located in 
one of the nineteen states with the highest dropout rates: Alaska, Arizona, California, 
Colorado, Delaware, the District of Columbia, Georgia, Hawaii, Illinois, Louisiana, Michigan, 
Montana, Nevada, New Mexico, New York, North Carolina, Rhode Island, Washington, and 
Wyoming. Afterschool programs with strong academic connections that engage middle 
school students are also eligible.  Awardees will receive $5,000.  To obtain additional 
information and an application, visit: http://www.ysa.org/grants/stemester/.  Deadline: 
August 8. 
 
 
PUBLICATIONS 
 
Improving Teacher Quality around the World: The International Summit on the 
Teaching Profession. This report developed by Vivien Steward with Asia Society’s Senior 
Advisor for Education and the U.S. Department of Education, outlines summit discussions 
and emerging lessons from around the world on how to strengthen the teaching profession. 
The discussions were framed around four overarching themes: Teacher Recruitment and 
Preparation; Development, Support, and Retention of Teachers; Teacher Evaluation and 
Compensation; and Teacher Engagement in Education Reform.  To view the report, visit: 
http://asiasociety.org/education-learning/learning-world/worlds-education-leaders-support-
teachers. 
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Staying on Course:  Three-Year Results of the National Guard Youth ChalleNGe 
Evaluation.  This report developed by Megan Millenky, Dan Bloom, Sara Muller-Ravett, 
Joseph Broadus presents results from a rigorous evaluation of the National Guard Youth 
ChalleNGe Program, an intensive residential program that aims to "reclaim the lives of at-
risk youth" who have dropped out. More than 100,000 young people have completed the 
program since it was launched in the early 1990s. MDRC is conducting the evaluation in 
collaboration with the MacArthur Foundation Research Network on Transitions to Adulthood.  
To view this report, visit:  
http://www.mdrc.org/publications/599/overview.html. 
 
 
PROGRAM RESOURCES 
 
On June 17, The Employment and Training Administration hosted a Webinar entitled: 
Innovative Promising Practices and Successful Strategies in Serving Youth with 
Disabilities in the Public Workforce System.  This Webinar was held to provide 
information on promising practices for replication at the local levels on serving youth with 
disabilities in the workforce system through communication, collaboration, and coordination 
using an integrated, cross-system services delivery approach.  The Webinar also highlighted 
successful and replicable practices that MontgomeryWorks uses to serve youth with 
disabilities.  To view and listen to the archived Webinar, visit: 
https://www.workforce3one.org/view/5001103354323464373/info. 
 
Education Week Announces Release of Online Diplomas Count Maps.  Education 
Week released an online edition of Diplomas Count 2011 which includes interactive maps 
that allow you to compare graduation rates by state and drill into district data.  To view the 
interactive maps, visit: http://www.edweek.org/apps/maps/.   
 
 
WEB SITES 
 
U.S. Employment and Training Administration Announces Internet Links for State 
and Local Employment Projections.  The U.S. Department of Labor, Employment and 
Training Administration (ETA), Office of Workforce Investment has issued Internet Links for 
State and Local Employment Projections.   Projections are used for career counseling; to 
plan employment, education and training programs; for economic development and other 
state or regional planning; as supporting documentation to apply for Federal grants; and for 
many other purposes.  To view the Web site, visit:  
http://www.doleta.gov/business/projections/. 
 
The National Coalition for College Completion Launches New Web site.  The National 
Coalition for College Completion launched a new Web site: “FinishHigherEd.org”.  The Web 
site is a resource center for policymakers, media, education leaders and anyone interested 
in speaking out in support of today's students.  The site provides fact sheets, policy one-
pagers, template outreach materials and an ever-growing library of promising practices 
from colleges and community-based organizations across the country.  To view the Web 
site, visit: http://finishhighered.org/. 
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NOTICE: 
 
The Employment and Training Administration is interested in hearing about new 
and innovative approaches which bring employers, educators and workforce 
systems professionals together to serve our communities’ youth.  If you would like 
to share projects or programs in your area please e-mail your information to the 
Division of Youth Services at youth.services@dol.gov. 
 
Thank you. 
 
  
Youth Resource Connections (YRC).  The Department of Labor (DOL), Employment and Training Administration (ETA) does 
not take responsibility for non endorsed DOL/ETA resources included in the YRC.  
 
We welcome your input.  Please let us know how these updates might be improved to better serve your needs.  If you have 
comments contact the: Division of Youth Services at (202) 693-3030 or e-mail youth.services@dol.gov .  
 
Subscribe/Unsubscribe to Youth Resource Connections: http://www.doleta.gov/youth_services.  Click on the “Subscribe 
to E-mail Updates” button to complete subscription. 
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